
Photograph by Cro Magnon / Alamy

Welcome, alexthedog Log Out Settings

Your Map | Genographic Project https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/results/yourmap

1 of 2 4/25/2013 11:33 AM



The last glacial maximum forced early Europeans into refugia and drastically reduced population sizes and genetic diversity. This

branch of your ancestors’ journey was born in one of these European refugia. As the late glacial maximum ended and the ice sheets

began their retreat, those who had been living in the refugia recolonized Europe. Today, this lineage is primarily part of West, Central,

and North European populations. It is around 12 percent of Basques but closer to 1 percent of other Spanish populations. It is about 3

percent of Norwegians and of populations in the British Isles. It is also part of the populations in Algeria and Morocco, indicating that

this group of people who migrated out of the Iberian Peninsula refugia also headed south across the Strait of Gibraltar and into North

Africa.

This lineage attains its highest frequency (about 50 percent) in the Skolt Saami of Scandinavia, a group of hunter-gatherers who

follow the reindeer herds seasonally from Siberia to Scandinavia and back. However, the Skolt Saami population has a lower

diversity compared with that observed in West Europe, making it likely to have been introduced into this population within the

past several thousand years.

The American politician and philosopher Benjamin Franklin belongs to this lineage, as does musician and philanthropist Bono.
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During Europe's ice age, populations dwindled and were

confined to ice-free refugia where they waited out the

changing climate. The first woman of this lineage was

born in such a spot.
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